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Description of the Plague in Malta mn 1813, extracted 
from Antonia, a Poem, just published, with Notes de- 
scriptive of that Disorder, by Murdo Young. 


AVING been in Malta in the year 1813, during the prevalence 

of the plague in that island, and having seen no description of 
its ravages since my arrival in this country, | am induced to give a 
brief account of its appearance, progress, and termination. 

About the beginning of May, 1813, a rumour was propagated that 
the plague had made its appearance in the city of Lavalette, the 
capital of Malta. This report was treated with ridicule by the 
Maltese faculty, and with merriment by the populace. However, 
ina few days, symptoms of sickness exhibited themselves in the 
house of a person who had recently received some leather from the 
Levant. This man’s child was taken ill, and died suddenly. His 
wife shared the same fate: and, after having been carried to the 
quarantine hospital or lazaretto, he, too, fell a sacrifice to:the un- 
known disease. 

The dissolution of this family created for some time an alarm, 
which wavered between hope and fear, till all at once the pestilence 
burst forth in various parts of the town, and 


Suspended pleasure in the dread of pain, 
While desolation urged his woful reigu! 


Amusements ceased—places of public worship were shut up :—for 
it was confidently asserted, that infected persons having gone thither, 
communicated the evil to the multitude, and thereby conduced ‘te 
its general diffusion. 
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The unusual beat of the sun at this time, joined with the want of 
sea breezes, rendered La-Valette so intolerably disagreeable, that 
many of the higher orders suddenly departed into the interior of the 
island ; but, notwithstanding all their precautions, they carried the 
plague along with them. In the early stages of its progress, the vic. 
tims of this disease lingered about a weck before they expired ; but 
now it became so virulent, that a man fell lifeless im the street ! 
People observed him stagger, reel’ round, and sink in convulsions, 
but none would venture near him—life was dear to all—and there 
was no power to compel them. Persuasion was used in vain ; for it 
was immediately retorted—Go yourself! One might as well ask 
them to rouse a lion from his slumber, as to bear the victim to his 
grave. The time was critical, as the burning sun would soon pu. 
trefy the body, and thereby infect the air. In this dilemma it was 
suggested to 


Haste to thé cell where miscry holds the gate, 
And lingering hours in gloomy horrors wait. 
Present the felon with a just reward, 

And promise liberty, so:long debarr’d— 
Behold! he starts—expression lights his eyes— 
And hopes tumultuous in his bosom rise ! 

His friendé partake the fervour of his flame, 
And rush to freedom from the vale of shame! 


They went, indeed, but their devotion only exchanged a prison-for a 
grave—they all expired ! . 

Prohibitory orders were now issued, commanding all persons from 
appearing in the streets, with the exception of those who bad pass- 
ports from the Governor,‘or the Board of Llealth,. The consequence 
of this necessany precaution. seemed to be; that the dise:se abated 
considerably, and; very, early ceased to exist. ., But while the rigour 
of quarantine was rélaxiag, and the isitercourse of business renewing, 
the plague suddenly re-appeared.. ‘This was owing to the reprehen- 
sible avarice.of merciless:individuals, who bad. been employed to 
burn the farniture, clothes, &c. belonging to infected houses, but 
who, instead_of effecmally performing their duty, had secreted some 
articles of value and some wearing apparel, which they now sold° to 

. needy people, who, ignorant of the consequence, strutted in the splen- 
-did garb of pestilence to a nameless grave ! 

The plague now raged with accumulated horrors ; and ‘the Jaza- 
retto being insufficient to contain one half of the sick, who were 
daily crowding in, tempérary hospitdls were, ata’ very great ex- 
pense, erected outside of the town. Fndeed no expense was spared 
to overcome the evil. . But the manifest incapacity of the native dae- 
tors, pr rather quacks, was worthy of their Cowardice. “THY” Were 
wofully deficient in anatomy, and’ never’ had any’ distiner ‘idea “Of 
symptom, Cause, or effect. Their knowledge extended” no” farther 
than common: place medicineagnd herbs—to tlie’ use and’ alyplica 
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tian of which old women in all. countries. have equal pretensions. 
These unfeeling quacks could never be prevailed upon to approach 
within three, yards of any patient whom they visited. "They carried 
an opera glass, with which they examined the diseased person in 2 
hurried manner, being always ready to make their escape if anyone 
approached near enough to touch them. It is but justice to except 
from thischaracter of the Maltese faculty one gentleman, who, hav- 
ing travelled on the continent of Europe, had made, himself master 
of the various branches of his profession: but I am sorry to add, 
that.he fell a sacrifice to his humanity in the behalf ‘of his_ country- 
mep. 
‘About the middle of summer the plague became so deadly, that the 
number of its victims increased to an alarming degree—trom. fifty ty 
seventy-five daily—the number falling sick was equal—indeed 
greater. Such was thé pritited report of the Board of Health ;—but 
the real extent of the calamity was not known; for people had such 
dreadful apprehensions of the plague-hospitals, whither every person 
was carried along with the sick from the infected houses, that they 
actually denied the existence of the disease in their families, and 
buried its victims in the house or garden, These were horrible mo- 
ents! Other miseries of mankind bear no parallel to the calamities 
of the plague.’ The sympathy which relatives feel for the wounded 
and the dying in battle, is but the shadow of that heart-rending af- 
fiction inspired by the ravages of pestilence. In the first the scene 
isfarremoved ; and were it even present to the view, the comparison 
fades. Conceive in the same house the beholder, the sickening and 
the dying :'Yto he|p is dreadful ! and to refuse assistance is unnatural ! 
kisdike the shipwrecked mariner trying to rescue his drowning 
companion, and sinking with him into the same oblivious grave! 
Indeed, the bexter feelings of the heart were quenched by this 
appalling evil, which ys 4 


Subdued the proud—the humble heart distrest— 


and the natives who venture to remove the sick and the dead shared 
their fate in such numbers, that great apprehensions were entertained, 
kest)ina’short time none would be found to perform this melancholy 
dllice== but 


Grecians camc—a death-determined band, 
Hell in their tace—and horror in their hand ! 


Clad in oiled leather, these daring and ferocious Greeks volunteered 
their services effectually ; ‘bat their number was so small, that 
recourse was had to the prisoners of war for assistance. With a 
handsome reward, and the promise of gaining their liberty at the ex- 
Piration of the plague, the French and Italian prisoners swept the 
streets, cleared and white-washed the infected houses, burning their 
furniture, &c. till we saw 
Nights red with ruin—lighting in the morn! 
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They did not all escape the evil :—but I have seen sone ‘of them, 
when duty led them near the prison where their friends were ‘¢ép- 
fined, climb up to the chimney top of the infected howse, and, 
being 

Free from plague, in danger’s dread employ, 

Wate to their friends in openness of joy ! 


The ignorance of the native faculty was now assisted by the gy. 
rival of reputed plague-doctors from Smyrna, These strangers ex. 
cited great interest ; and treated the malady with unbecoming ¢op. 
tempt. They related the vehemence of pestilence in their country, 
where it was nothing unusual, when the morning arose, to find from 
one to three or four hundred persons in the streets and fields, stretch 
ed in the dewy air of death!—That the promptitude of the people 
was commensurate with the evil! for wherever a corse was found, 
two men unbound their sashes, rolled them round the head and feet 
of the body, and hurried with it to the grave. However, they seemed 
to have left their knowledge at home ; for though their indifference 
was astonishing, and their intrepidity most praise-worthy, entering 
into the vilest and most forbidding places, handling the sick, the 
dying, and thedead, the nature of this disease completely baflied 
their exertions, and defied their skill :— 


Spread through the isle its overwhelming gloom, 
And daily dug the nightly glutted tomb ! 


The casals or villages of Birchircarra, Zebbage, and Curmi, sut- 
fered lamentably ; the last most severely, on account of its moist 
situation. The work of death was familiar to all : and black covered 
vehicles, to which the number of victims made it necessary : to have 
recourse, rendered the evil still more ghastly. In these vehicles the 
dead were huddled together-— 


Men—women—babes—promiscuous, crowd the scene, 
Till morning chase their bearers from the green. 


Large pits had been previously scooped out, and thither the dead 
were conveyed at night, and tumbled in from these vehicles, in the 
same manner as in this country rubbish is thrown from carts. They 
fied the approach of morning, lest the frequency of their visits should 
fill the inhabitants with more alarming apprehensions. ‘The silence 
of day was not less dreary than the dark parade of night. That 
silence was now and then broken by the dismal cry for the “ Dead!" 
as the unhallowed bier passed along the streets, preceded and fol- 
Jowed by guards. The miserjes of disease contributed to bring on 
the horrors of famine! The island is very populous, and cannot sup- 
port itself. Trade was at a stand, the bays were forsaken, and strangeft 
appearing off the harbour, on pereciving the yellow flag of quaram 
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tine, paused awhile, and raised our expectations only to depress our 
feelings more bitterly by their departure. 

Sicily is the parent granary of Malta, but though the Sicilians had 
provisions on board their boats ready to come over, on hearing of the 

lage they absolutely refused to put tosea. The British eommo- 
dore in Syracuse was not to be trifled with in this manner, and left 
jt to their choice, either to go to Malta, or to the bottom of the deep. 
They preferred the former ; but, on their arrival at home, neither 
solicitation nor threats could induce their return. In this forlorr 
state the Moors generously offered their services, and supplied the 
isle with provisions, which were publicly distributed ; but the ex- 
treme insolence and brutality of the creatures employed in that 
office very often tended to make the hungry loathe that food which, 
a moment before, they craved to eat. 

In autumn the plague unexpectedly declined, and business began 
partly to revive. But every face betrayed a misgiving lest it should 
return as formerly. People felt as sailors do on the sudden cessation 
of a storm, when the wind changes to the opposite point of the com- 
pass, only to blow with redoubled fury. Their conjecture was but 
too well founded. The plague returned a third time, from a more 
melancholy cause than formerly : two men, who must have known 
themselves to be infected, sold bread in the streets—the poor starving 
inhabitants bought it, and caught the infection, as described in the 
poem. One of these scoundrels fell a victim to the disease, the other 
fled ; but his career was short=-the quarantine guard shot him in 
his endeavour toescape. This guard was composed of natives, who 
paraded the streets, having power to take up any person found 
abroad without a passport. The street of Pozzi was entirely depo- 
pulated, with the exception of one solitary girl, who remained about 
the house of her misery like one of those spirits that are supposed to 
haunt mortality in the stillness of the grave ! 

A thousand anecdotes might be related from what fell under my 
own observation, but they are all so touchingly sad, that T° must 
omit them to spare the soft breast of sympathy. Of Robella’s fate, 
how painful soever it may seem, I was a melancholy witness.* That 
of Lorenzo does not come up to reality. On his return to Valette 
from Florianna, whither he had been visiting his father-in-law, he 
called at his father’s house ; but the cmblem of the plague, a yellow 
ball painted on the door, bespoke his fete ! Still on his way home he 
talled at his grandfather’s, and met, at the door, the remains of the 
old man, on their passage to the grave ! 

Fancy may conjure up a thousand horrors, but there is one scene 
which, when imagin.tion keeps within the verge of probability, it will 
not be easy to surpass. About three hundred of the convalescent 
were conveyed to a temporary lazeretto, oy ruinous building, in’ the 
vicinity of Fort Angelo: thither some more were taken afterwards— 
but it was like touching gunpowder with lightning—infection spread 
from the last, and such a scene ensued “ as even imagination fears 


* Persons mentioned in the poem. 
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to trace.” The catastrophe of the blackhole at Calcutta bears .no 
comparison to this: there, it. was suffogation—here, it was the 
blasting breath, of pestilence !—the, liying—the dying— and, the 
dead, in one putrescent grave,! . Curses, prayers, .and delirium, 
mingled in one groan of horror, till. the. shuddering hand, of .death 
hushed the agonies of nature ! ; ti 
_. A singular calamity befel one of.the Hely Brotherhood :—his 
maid-servant having gone to.draw some water, did not return: the 
priest felt uneasy at her long absence, and, calling .ber in vain, went 
to. the draw-well in quest of her-—she was drowned! Le laid bold 
of the rope with the intention of helping her--and in. that .actwas 
found, standing in the calm screnity of death! : ua 
The plague usually attacked the sufferer with giddingss and want 
of appetite—apathy ensued. An ahscessformed under each ,arm- 
pit,.and one on the groin. It was the practice, to dissipate ,thege ; 
andaf that could be done, the patient survived ; if not, the , gbsgesges 
grew. of a livid colour, and suppurated. Then. was the critical 
ywoment—of life or dissolution. 1 en clots ale 
The rains of December, and the cool breezes of January, dispelled 
the remains of the plague in La-Valette : but it existed for, some 
months longer in the villages. . The disease, which was supposed to 
have originated from putrid vegetables, and other matter, , peculiarly 
affected the natives. There were only twelve deaths of British resi- 
dents during its existence in the island; and these deaths were ascer- 
tained to haye followed from other and. indubitable causes. Clean 
liness was found to be the best preventive against. the, power of the 
disease, the ravages of which were greaterin the, abodes of poverty 
and wretchedness. Every precaution was wisely taken by the 
former, and. by the present Governor. The.soldiers were every 
morning lightly moistened with oil, which proceeded in constant 
exhalation from the heat of their bodies, and thereby prevented the 
possibility, of the contagion sfiecting them., ‘Tobacco was profusely 
smoked, and burnt in the dwellings of the inhabitants, who, during 
the prolonged quarantine, felt very yneasy to resume business,, They 
beguiled their evenings by walking on the terraces, the tops of the 
hauses being all, or principally, flat. . Their friends and lovers used 
to enjoy the. pleasure of beholding each other at a distance, while 


Retracing long those walks with weary feet, 
They cursed the fate which warned them not to meet ! 


When the quarantine ceased, they hastened eagerly to learn the 
fate of their friends, in the same manner as sailors hurry below after 
battle, to sce how many of their messmates have survived to share in 
the dream of glory ! 

Before leaving Malta, I had the melancholy satisfaction of standing 
on the ruins of the plague-hospital, which had been burnt to ashes— 
that place where so many hopes and fears were hushed to rest ! It 
gave rise to dismal recollections ! 
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May none of my readers ever behold the miseries of the plague, 
or endure the lingering tantalization of the quarantine ! 


f 








BRITISH INDIA. 
Concluded from Page 475. 


) is generally imagined that the native *soldiery of India, though 
numerous and desperate, are insignificant when opposed to‘ Europe 
troops, who have little trouble-in dispersing’sich a rude and undis- 
ciplined rabble. But Major Thorn, in his new work on the late 
war in India, shews, by a plain statemé@nt of facts, that the victories 
gained in India by the best of the King’s forces under the command 
of that noble veteran Lord Lake, and the present Duke of Wellington, 
were hardly earned. The battles of Laswaree and Assye were of a 
description to rank with’ the mést ‘atdudus conflicts that have 
occurred in the recent wars of Europe ; and itis well known that 
the illustrious hero of Watcrloo ‘has often beet heard to pri#e his 
achitvéments in the Deccah'as his best léssois it the art’ of war. 
To the Knowledge‘ of European tactics, “both with regatd to ‘ihe 
Operations of the field, and the defence of fortitied places, the’ Mat. 
hattas hive the ad¢autage of adding some peculiarities Which rendér 
the difficulties of acting successfully against them extremely’ ‘forni?- 
table.’ Their cavalry béing”inhwmerable,* and habituated to “the 
fitigues of an oppressive climate, must “always be superior in pre 
ditory’excursions to any infantry that may be’ employed for ‘the 
rotection of the country. ‘ It’ is obvious, therefore, that so Tdng’ as 
his great military republic, subsisting solely by plunder, and’mak- 
ig w4r a common trade,'shall be suffered to'‘remain ‘in force, netés- 
tity Will éither’ compel us to maintain an immense ariny, consistitiy 
piincipally of horse; or, by abandoning the territories which we have 
acqiired'in the inte:ior of India, ‘lay épen ‘our ancient possessions 
on the’ coast to thie danger of perpetual visitations. The die, in faet, 
Appears to be cast; and no’ lternafive is left “between an absolute 
Sibjugation of the only great power left in India, ora rélinguishthent 
Of the country, with the peactable part’ of its inhabitants, to the 
ésolating ravages of desperadoes, whioare equal strangers ‘t& ed 
faith, moderation, and industry: Out’ of this state of things'tew 
ils are continually rising, and sofne 6f these have withih' these few 
years yained such an alarmmg head, as provés decidedly that ‘without 
an extensive system of coercion throughodt Hindoostan, this’ ‘fine 
Country must inevitably become a Savage waste. ’ 
- We need not here agitate the’ question’ ‘about the nature of ‘cur 
original tenure in the East; it is quite sufficient to ‘ maintain, ‘thet 
the decline of our power there must be “the introduction of generat 
fnarchy. This being the case, it is an imperative dut¥ Which the 
tish degislature owes to the Company, the nation at farge, and'te 
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the natives of India, to exert all its means for the eradication of those 
elements of mischief which have so often devastated whole provinces, 
and are becoming every day more perilous by our forbearance, 

There was atime when the Marhatta union might have beep 
annihilated, and the consequent tranquillity of India secured, 
That opportunity, afforded ty our brilliant successes, was suffered to 
pass away without improvement, and the Marhattas, instead of being 
compelled to the adoption of a pacific course of life, were left to in. 
dulge their vicious habits of idleness and robbery. 

Out of this disordered state, a description of people has risen into 
notice, who have occasioned no sinall trouble to the British govern. 
ment. These are the Pindarrees, a numerous horde of Marhattas, 
who have been free-booters from generation to generation, more law. 
less if possible than their brethren, being continually engaged ‘in 
plunder, without levying war or respecting the rights of peace, 
These desperadocs have even been countenanced by the Marhatts 
states, from whom their chieftains hold lands by a kind of military 
tenure, contributing part of the spoils which they procure to those 
who afford them protection. But, as the fabric of the Marhatta 
dominivn hes been loosened by internal divisions, the Pindarrees,have 
become more formidable and daring, increasing in numbers, and less 
disposed to acknowledge any authority. They have for several years 
been a great plague to the territories of the Nizam, laying waste the 
fields, destroying the villages, and committing everykind of crueley 
on the defenceless inhabitants. 

Since the Marhatta war, their numbers have been greatly aug: 
mented by disbanded soldiers, who, after serving Scindiah, Holkar, 
and others, and being left destitute of pay and employment, have 
been compelled to seek subsistence in robbery, as the only mode of 
life congenial to their habits, which revolt at labour and a peaceful 
settlement. With this access of strength, the Pindarrees have 
acquired so much boldness, that for the last two or three years they 
have ventured to disturb the Company's posscssions,cspecia!ly in the 
northern Circars, and the districts south of the Kistnah, issuing ia 
bodies of three or four thousand each from various quarters, and by 
thus acting on different points they bafile all attempts made to check 
their progress, or to prevent their depredations. In consequence of 
their frequent irruptions, it bas been found necessary to keep 
numerous detachments of our army constantly in the ficld, or at least 
during the most unhealthy periods of the year, but to little other 
purpose than that of affording temporary protestion to the inks 
bitants: for no sooner are our forces withdrawn, than the robbers 
return. They begin to cross the Nerbuddeh and Japtee towards 
September, when the rains have ceased, and these rivers are becows 
fordable; then scattering in various directions, and moving with the 
greatest iapidity, they perpetrate incalculable injury in spite of the 
regular truops, who, from the necessary slowness of their movements, 
are seldom avie to come up with them. ‘Thus the marauders hover 
about and pursue their predatory course for several months, until 
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the rains return, when they retrace their steps homewards, to share 
their spoils and prepare for fresh incursions. 

_Contemptible as they may seem ina military point of view, they 
dt¢ far more pernicious to the country, and infinitely more diffic ult 
ofsuppression, thana regular force, being a kind of invisible and 
intangible enemy, better known by theimpression they leavé than by 
their actual presence. Fighting is ncither their object nor inclination ; 
nor indeed are they properly qualified fot it. ‘Their single aim is 
lunder ; and their glory consists in effecting an inroad by surprise, 
and making a secure retreat. But the immediate destruction that 
marks their route is far from being the greatest evil which results 
from their Visitation, for the people of the countrics which they 
overrun become dispirited, and, losing their Confidence in our protec- 
tion, desert their farms and habitations; whence the defalcation 
of rents unavoidably ensues, to the detriment of the revenue, and the 
ruin of individuals. 

Among the methods suggested to correct the malady, one is to 
make the Marhatta chiefs answerable for all the disorders cormmitted, 
either by their own subjects, or bordes acting by their connivance, 
to the injury of the peaceable inbabitants. Another, and that the 
nly effectual means of settling the country ina desirable state of 


© . . A - “a. ° 
Yascurity, is to enlarge that portion of our military system which 


¢onsists of European troops. ‘Twice the number now employed 
would be far from exceeding the limit of moderation; and of these 
@preponderating superiority of cavalry is obviously called for, to 
check the flying hordes of Marhatta horse. 

When the various tribes of India shall see that the effort of our 
conquests is neither exaction, proscription, nor persecution, but 
security of property, gentleness to persons, and the fullest toleration 
of religious customs, their minds wiil become susceptible te the im» 
pressions of kindness, their habits will be inured to useful arts and 
wecupations, which will abate their thirst for war, and prepare tbeir 
minds for the gradual reception of Christianity. This is a consum- 
mation devoutly to be wished by every person who feels a concera 
for the removal of evits, which, by impeding the progress of truth, 
render countless multitudes of human beings strangers to the means 
of moral improvement. But disposed as the enlightened phi- 
lanthropist is to co-operate in all judicious measures for the diffusion 
of knowledge and the alleviation of suffering, he is aware of the 
necessity of guiding his liberality with diseretion, lest, by imprudent 
management, he should aggravate those miserics which he is forward 
to remove, and induce ills of greater magnitude than those which he 
has been prompted to correct. 

In no part of the world is the virtue of PRUDENCE more necessary 
for the direction of government than in India,. where the people arc 
naturally tender upon all points connected with their customs and re- 
ligion. Though inoffensive in his manners, the most peaceful Hindee 
would acquire a ferocity forcign to his disposition, were he to enter- 
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tain an idea that 


the British nation formed hostile designs upon the 


tenets whieh he venerates as sacred, and the usages to which he js 
attached on account of their antiquity. It therefore behoves the 
supreme authorities in England and the East, to preserve the public 
mind throughout out {ndian possessions in a state of perfect tran. 
quiflity, hy discountenancing all attempts to introduce innovations 
among the natises, and to convince the latter that their faith is 4 


secure from the 


interposition of zeal, as their persons and property 


are from oppression. 


fo —— ——_ - — _-- —___] 





Memoir of Maria Louisa Albertina, extracted from the 


Neue Strelitzische Anzeigen. 


HE illustrious Princes Maria Louisa Albertina, widow ofthe 


Landgrave 
Prussian Order 


George of Hesse-Darmstadt, Lady of the Royal 
of Louisa, g grandmother of the present amiable and 


accomplished Duchess of Camberland, born Countess of Leiningen- 
Dachsburg and Broich, died March 11, 1818, atthe Grand-Ducal’ 


Palace, in the 


arms of her son, at present in this place, and her 


grandson who resides here. Her death was accasioned by palsy 


and an inflamm 
gerously ill, and 
severe sufferings, 
born on the 16tl 
five days of con 


ation in the lungs. She was only three days dan-' 
endured with the utmost paticnce and fortitude her 

which termivated in a gentle slumber. She was 
1 of March, 1729, and consequently wanted only” 
ppleting her S9th year; but, notwithstanding ber 


advanced age, she died too soon for her numerous relatives, and all 
who had the happiness to know her, for to Know and to revere her. 


was the same thi 


ing. 


As a wife, a mother, and a princess, she was onc of the most dis- 
tinguished ornaments of ber sex. Sincere piety, depth of feeling, 
nobleness of sentiments, firmness and strength of character: singular, 
activity of mind, preserving to the last all the’ freshness of youth; 


truce humanity, 


a constant delight in doing good ; a strong sens¢ : of 


alther worldly duties, which she punctually fulfilled ; “resolution j in 


sufferings and tri 
long life ; humi} 
Jove and tendern 
and grateful pos 


als, many of which she had undergone during her 
ity of heart in prosperity; and unboundea materual 
ess, by which she fer ever bound to her a numerous 
terity—such were the brilliant virtues with which’ 


the deceased was if an eminent degree endowed, and which so well 
qpialified her to be the mother of the mz iny princely descendants who, 


magirn her loss 3 
Grand Dukes, fo: 


n the families of two Emperors, four Kings, two, 
ur Dukes, and four Princes. 


In consequence of her union with George, Landgrave of Hesse 
Darmstadt, to whom'she was married on the 16th of March, 1748, 


and who died on 


i the 21st of June, 1782, she had the sin gular good. 


fortime to live to sce nine childrens, three sons-in-law, twenty-four. 


grand-sons, twelye grandsonsin-lyw, hity-six great ¢ rand. “800, seve 
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great drandsons-in-iaw, and eleven great great grand-sons, amounting 
sltooether to 122 individuals entitled to call her mother. She was 
aiiited by blood to almost all the princely houses of Germany, $0 
that there are very’ few who do not it her deplore tlie loss of a 
tember of thicit fimify. But still more extensive is: 48 sorrow of 
the nutiérots iiidividuals Who regarded her with’ filial affection. 
The 16th of Match, which was her birth-duy arid her wedding-day, 
is, #e¢drding to her own directions respecting her funeral, also to be 
the day on whieh her mortal remains ate to find that peace and 
repose Which her blessed spirit has already obtained. 


—— 
LOCUSTS IN INDIA. 


| BOUT the 20th of June, 1812, a very large flight ofslocusts was 
ébstrved hovering about Etawah, which at length settled in the 
fitlds éast of the’ town, where they remained some time, and were 
#en copulating in vast numbers ; they then took their departure, - 
butcuntinued to hover about the place fora month afterwards. 

On the 18th of July, while riding in that diréetion, I discovered a 
tremendous swarm of very small dark-coloured insects in the 
vicinity of a large pool, of stagnant water; they were collected in 
heaps, and covered the ground to a Considerable distance. These on 
minute inspection, proved to be locusts in miniature, but without 
wings. In this place they remained, hourly increasing in numbers, 
for some days, when the great body moved off, taking a direction to- 
wards the town of Etawah: they crept and hopped along at a slow 
rate, until they reached the town, where they divided into different 
bidies, still however keeping nearly the same direction, covering and 
destroying every thing green in: their progress, and distributing them- 
selves all over the neighbourhood. The devastation daily committed 
by them being almost, incalculable, the farmers were under the 
necessity of collecting as many people as they could, in the vain hope 
thaf they might preserve the crop by sweeping the swarm backwards ; 
but as often as they succeeded in repelling them in one quarter they 
approached in another ; fires were then lighted all round the fields 
with the same view :—this had the effect of keeping them off for a 
short time; but sufficient fuel could not he supplied, and the montent 
the fires became extinguished, the insects rushed in lke a torrent. 
Multitudes were destroyed by the birds, and many more by branches 
of trees used by the farmers for that purpose, aswell as by their 
being swept iuto large heaps, and consumed by fire; yet their 
numbers seemed nothing diminished. ‘They so completely covered 
some mangoe trees, and the hedges surrounding the gardens, that the 
colour of the leaves could nat be distinguished. ‘hey had.o wings, 
and were about the size of smal] bees. ‘They continued to creep 
along the ground, or hopped when their progress was interrupted, 
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July 27.—They were increasing in size, and had overspread tliat 
part of the country jn every direction. From the want of rain, and 
the overwhelming inroad of these insects, the farmers were nearly 
ruincd. Nothing impeded their progress; they climbed up. the 
highest trees, and scrambled over walls; and notwithstanding the 
exertions of several people with brooms, the verandah and. outer 
walls of the hospital were completely covered with them, They no 
longer continued to move in one particular direction, but paraded 
backwards and forwards, wherever they could find food. 

On the 28th of July the rains set in with considerable violence ; 
the locusts took shelter on trees and bushes, devouring every leaf 
within their reach ; none seemed to suffer trom the rain. 

On the 29th it did not rain, and the young swarm again were on 
the move, continuing their depredations ; they were fast increasing 
in size, and equally lively as before the rain. 

It again rained on the SOth, and again the locusts took shelter on 
the trees and fences ; several large flights of locusts passed over the 
cantonments, and I observed that the wings of the. young oncs began 
to appear. The head sti]! retained the dark ted colour, but the 
black lines on the body had become much fainter. 

Again on the 3ltst large flights continued to pass, driven by the 
wind to the southward; of course very few alighted. ‘They cause 
little mischief within our view. ‘The wings of the young tribe (the 
whole four being now formed) were about one-eighth of an inch in 
length. After this I made no particular observations on their 
progress, being otherwise engaged, but they disappeared in a few 
days. 

—_—— 


Description of Leipsic Fair, in aLetter from a Gentle 
man in Dresden, written the latter End of May. 


I Have returned from Leipsic. It was not business that led me 
there— I had heard so much of the fair, that I could not restrain 
my wish to see it; soI got intothe wagen, and, travelling in the 
German style, in due time reached the destined spot ; safely it is 
truc, but not very expeditiously. I was, howeser, amused on my 
way by a series of arguments carried on between two of my fellow 
travellers, one of whom was for excluding all foreign goods from the 
German markets, while the other contended stoutly for the freedom 
of trade. 1 soon discovered that the former was a manufacturer fiom 
Silesia, who had business to transact at Leipsic, and the Jatter aa 
author, who was going to the fair to meet his bookseller. 

We alighted at Leipsic in the heat of the fair. It was té me im 
teresting to find only the bustle of peaceful commerce in a place 
which, when I passed hastily through it a few years ago, | had seen 
surrounded with all the :larm and all the misery of war. On out 
arrival we proceeded ¢ _saight to the great square, in which the 
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Sovereigns of Eyrope.met at the head of their troops, after the deci- 
sive victory which finally deliveredGermany from foreign domination. 
What a contrast between the unostentatious movement of industry, 
and the desolating shock of contending armies ! 

These associations were calculated to make their impression, 
otherwise, I should not perhaps have found much difference between 
this and other great fairs. 1 saw every where bustle and activity 
—here the mountebank, there the man in business: in short, that 
melange of occupation and amusement which is every where exhi- 
bited in.scenes of the same sort. The greatest order is however 
preserved, and a stranger is not, as at an English fair, constantly 
runoing the risk of having his head broken or his pocket picked. 

I gladly accepted the kiud offer of my fellow traveller, the man 
ofletters, who was acquainted in Leipsic, to assist me with that 
species of information which a stranger in such a place must want. 
J went in the first instance with him to his publisher, and the Herr 
Verhasser having soon finished his busivess with the Terr Hevansge. 
ber, very civilly took me to see all the objects which he thought 
worthy of my curiosity, and gave me every explanation I could 
desire. Idid not fail to make him shew me Auerbach’s cellar, which 
thefertile imagination of Goethe has rendered so memorable, by 
Plaging in it the singularly romantic scene of the visit of Faust and 
his Satanic companion Meghistopholes to the Zechelustigen Gefellen, 
or Party of Jolly Fellows, 

I found every department of industry briskly prosecuted here, but 
none more than the business of booksellers, to which my enquiries 
were chiefly directed. Leipsic is indeed the central mart of this daily 
increasing trade—the grand entrepot in which all the productions of 
the press are regularly collected, to be afterwards distributed through 
humerous prepared channels, over Germany, and the rest of Europe. 
Thus periodical overflowings of literature take place, and though 
these inundations always bring along with them a quantity of rubbish 
and noxious weeds, yet the balance is greatly in favour of the rich 
and fertilizing materials they leave behind. 

It would be in vain for me in a short letter to attempt to describe 
the vast store of literature which this fair exhibited. I shall mention 
only a few works in the German language to which my attention 
happened more particularly to be drawn, viz. ‘ Mythologische 
Ditchtung und Lieden der Skandinavier—* Kosmographische 
Erlauterwingen aus der Griechischen Vorwelt,’ by Bottiger—* Ham- 
mer’s Umblick aul ciner Reise von Constantinopel nach Brusa und 
dem Olympos, und von da zuruck uber Nicea und Nicomedien’. - 

Of the last mentioned work only, what the booksellers, call the 
Probe Heft, or Specimen, was got ready for the fair, and that I read 
over. It consists of about 100 pages of the commencement of these 
travels of M. ilammer, and [ found it full of new and interesting in- 
formation. 1 understand that translations of this work are going on 
both in French and English, so that the eomplete publication will 
take place in the three language much about the same ume. 
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An Account of Young Kotzebuc’s ‘Travels in’ Persia is also ta the 
press. 

Amovug.the classics, admired much some beauitifat small pocket 
editions, published by Tawchuitz, of this place 

Bookselicis ¢ome to Leipsic from every quarter of Europe. he 
momber from France.and Italy at tlis fair was very considefble, 
One'from Petersburg made purchases of so cxtensive @ nature, thik 
it must be inferred the Russians have reeently made a very recent 
rapid progress in every branch of leteratwre. The French beet 
sellers have also carried back with them a much greater quantity 
than usual of German works. Bur by far the greatest purehaies 
have been made by a London bookseller, who it himself a nateof 
Germany. ‘This gentleman was not contented witha few copies, 
but carricd off whole editions of elassicak and German works, 
Among many others, he has bought up all the impressions of Pés. 
fessors Buck and Bauer’s ‘Ehuecydidis de Bello Peloponnesiaco,in twe 
vols. 4to.; and Schleusner’s Novum: Lexicon Grece-Latinuin in 
Novum Testamentum, &c. so that net a copy of these celebrated 
works is now to be had on the continent,the whule being removed tb 
Eagland. 

The great influx of English merchandise at this fair has Bech 
made a subject of complaint by 3 certain class of persons, but.sith 
very little effect. The advocates of exclusion will never gain theit 
object, as all sensible people are convinced that it must ever be the 
imterest of the great mass of the German population to purcliase’ the 
articles they want at the eheapest rate, without regard tothe country 
of the manufacturer. 

Some regulations adopted respecting the Jews, have given offence 
to these people; and the more wealthy traders among them, it is said, 
wish to abandon Leipsic, and establish a fair at Naumburg. The 
Prussians weuld perhaps derive corsideruble advantages from this 
change. 

ae 


NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 


French lady, whose name is Madame de Montesqiedu, ati 

who is Governess to the young Napoleon, 18 the supposed ptrb- 
lisher of some anccdotes of the late Fmperor, from which the fol- 
lowing’ is.an extract ; andif so, there is little doubt that the facill- 
tres afforded her of being correct and genume prevented: aH fabricd- 
tion ;—be it as it may, it must be contessed that from alf we know 
and have heard of the character ot Buonaparte, these anecdotes bear 
the pure stamp of genuineness ; yet that the author (spite of all at- 
tempts to disguise it) is @ st sunch Buonapartist is sufficiently evi- 
dent. The most interesting scene, with which it opens, is the ‘first 
Interview between Napoleon and Marin Louisa: this is welt described, 
The person of Buonaparte is‘at thiy period represented to have been 
a nrodcl of symmetry ; that his. hands, feet, and legs were partt- 
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adatly well farmed, atd'that he was sufficiently agrocable in the 
eyes of his youthful and illustrious spouse. Buonaparte is said to 
have-had his momenis of gaicty, but that it manifested itself in rather 
asingular manner. 

“ ]t was (says the authar af this volume) in pulling people’s cars, 
in pinching the cheeks and arms of persons whom he liked, or of 
giving them little slaps in the face.” It was thus he often acted with 
Duroc, Berthier, Savary, and some others of his aides-de-camp, 
giving them at the same time the epithets of* great fool.’ * booby,” 
&c.all withthe utmost pleasantry. ‘This species of familiarity ap- 
peared strange enough to. Maria Louisa, aud still more so when she 
herself beeame the object of it. ‘Fhe mperor often attended at her 
toilette, anduexes fajled giving her some of these marks of his regard. 
Queday be pinched ber arin racher harder than usual, so that she 
started up aml screamed out. Napoleon noi ia the least disconcerted, 
genuly pinched her other arm,called her * a great fool,’ then embraced 
her several times ; thus peace was restored. One day entering the 
drawing-roow of tha kKaepress, a young git] beivg seated with her 
hack towards the deor, Napoleon softly appreached, motioning to 
those who saw him to.te silent, and placed his hands over her eves. 
This young person, imagining it must be the physician to the Prin- 
cess (9 gay old gentleman we suppose) who alone durst take such a 
liberty, called out, ‘ Be done, M. Bourdier, do you think | don’t 
know yuur great frightful hands ?’/—‘ Great frightful hands!" repeated 
the Emperor, permitting her to see him,* you ave very difficult, 
Miss!’ The girl, covered with confusion, ran off. Another time he 
aukwardly trod ona lady’s foot, who wasattending on the Lunpress, 
and immediately cried out himself.‘ What is the matter ?’ exclaimed 
the Empress, * Nothing,’ said he, laughing, ‘ I trod on this lady’s 
foot, and I cried out first, to prevent her.’ ” 

Napoleon iv the camp feared ne fatigue, braved all weathers, slept 
usder ag, indiferent tent, and seemed to lose all care for himself. In 
his palace, he bathed neasly every day, rubbed himself ali over with 
eau de Cologne, ar! often changed bis linen several times a day. THis 
favourite dress was that of the National Guard. When-he travelled, 
all lodgings were alike to him, provided in his bed-chamber thera was 
no light admitted, not even that of a watch taper. His table was 
furnished with the mostcosily viands, but he never tasted them. A 
bieast of broiled mutton, cutlets, a roast fowl, lentils, or haricotes, 
Were thethings be preferred ;~in-the quality of his bread he was 
dificult; he drank only the best winc, but in very small quanti- 
les: —ithas been pretended that he used to drink eight or ten cups 
ot coflee ; this is false ; be newesteck but half a cup at breakfast, 
and the same after dinner ; but it is true that he was often so absent 
4s to ash for his cofice immediatd y upon having drank it.He ate very 
fast, and rose from table as soon as he had done,without concerning 
himself about these who had not had time do to as much. It-has been 
pretended. shat he took the greatest precaations. to avoid being 
pelsoned—-another falschood—he did not take sufficient. lis dinner 
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was brought in by footmen, who gave the dishes from one to the 

other, and from room to room ; nothing in the world could have 

been so. easy as to slide poison into his food, had any one beeise 

inclined. 
oe ne 


AMERICAN SPIDER, 


HERE exists in America an enormous spider, which zoologist, 
now class in: the subdivision of the mygales, and which jg 
called avicularis, because its size (the body alone being an inch and 
a half long) enables it to attack even small birds. M. Moredwie’ 
Tonnes has furnished a Memoir on its manners as observed by bin 
at Martinique. It spins no web, but lodges in the crevices of the 
rocks, and throws itself with main force upyn its prey ; it kills hum. 
ming-birds, fy-birds, and small lizards, taking special care to seize 
them by the nape of the neck, as though it knew that they may 
thus be killed with the greatest ease. Its strong jaws seem fo infuse 
a poison into the wounds they inflict, and are more dangerous than 
they would be by their depth alone. It envelops its eggs, to the 
number of from 1800 to 2000 in a ball of white silk, and this fecun- 
dity joined to its tenacity of life weuld soon cause the island to be 
overrun with this hideous and cruel insect, bad not nature given it 
active and innumerable enemies in the red ants, which destroy the 
greatest part of the young spiders as fast as they are hatched 





NEW BIRD. 


VENUE learned M. Von Humboldt has described an’ American bird 
equally remarkable for its manners and its conformation. It is 
about the size of a cock; its bill is broad and cleft like that of the 
engoulevant, but in the double indentation which it-has on each side, 
it resembles the magpie: its plumage is that of a bird of night. In 
fact it remains iv the day time in caverns, and builds there ; nor isit 
seen abroad till dusk or by moon-light. ‘This bird furnish’sa con- 
siderable quantity of fluid grease, wathout smell, and more trans 
parent than olive-oil; the natives use itin the preparation of their 
tuod. From this property M. Von Humboldt bas given it the 
systematic name of Sfeatornis. At Cumana it is called Guachare. 


——— 
REFLECTION, 
HERE is nothing more necessary to truecomfort than the avoid- 


ing of an excessive attachment to things of little eonsequentet 
true happiness. bad 
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M. Pananti’s Account of the Productions of Barbary. 


A Mares combination of warmth and humidity gives a great 
degree both of vigour and magnificence to the vegetable pro- 
ductions of Barbary. Although the lower class subsist principally 
on barley, yet wheat and [adian corn are extremely abundant. 
There is also a specics of chick-peas, which is roasted in a pan, and 
thus forms an important article of consumption amongst the peo- 
ple. The prickly pear abounds all over this country, and what it 
wants in its picturesque beauty, is made up by its utility ; for, 
while the tree forms an impenctrable hedge, the fruit is excessively 
nutritive and wholesome. Vines grow to a prodigious height, and 
passing naturally from one tree to another, form beautiful arbours : 
their size is equally remarkable, being sometimes as large at the root 
as a tolerably proportioned olive-tree. ‘The latter is also a very 
favourite production of northern Africa; and besides the immense 
quantity of trees, wild and cultivated, the Algerine territory pro- 
duces a small thorny tree, which bears a fruit equal in size and fla- 
vour to the large olive of Spain. Their pomegranates are at least 
three times larger than those ef Italy, and the pumpkins grow to an 
enormous magnitude. 

In addition to all those fruits common to Europe, the oranges and 
figs of this country are of the most exquisite flavour; the chesnut-tree 
does not grow to u very large size in Barbary, but the nut though 
small is very sweet. The oaks are in some places, particularly on 
the sea coast, of an immense size, and extremely lofty: of these the 
quercus badlota of naturalists also abounds, its acorn being very 
nourishing to several animals, and not unlike the wild chesnut. This 
important tree, so well known in Spain, would also be a great acqui- 
sition to Italy, into which it has not hitherto been introduced. 
Amongst different species of the cypress, there is one seen in the 
vicinity of Algiers, remarkable for its unsual loftiness and pyrami- 
dical form; the almond and mulberry tree are also found in great 
plenty. ‘The indigo fera glauca yields a valuable dye ; and there is a 
highly esteemed medicinal plant found in this part of Africa, vul- 
garly called ceneraria, which is considered by the natives as a sove- 
Teign remedy in several diseases. Another herb, the zenna, fur- 
nishes the inhabitants with the celebrated juice with which their 
nails are tinged. Amongst the botanical plants is the scil/a maritima, 
the bulbosa radicata, and dwarf palm, which yields an exceedingly 
small date, also the saccharum celendricum, and agrostis pungens. In 
the more arid vallies are to be found the reseda odurata, erica arborea, 
and superb cactus, all of which afford excellent pasture for lambs, 
while they perfume the air with grateful odours; also the laurel rose, 
which cheers and vivifies the country, when all other flowers are 
dried up by autumnal heat. The hills are covered with thyme and 
fosemary, which at once purify the atmosphere, and supply in many 
Places the deficiencies of fuel. The traveller's sight is also cons 
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tinually regaled with extensive tracts, thickly planted with roses of 
every hue, for the distillation of the famous essence or otto of roses 
so well known in Europe. This fine climate has at all time vad 
highly favourable to the culture of sugar cane; that of Soliman 
Leing considered the largest and most prolific of any in the world, 
Indeed this plant is thought by many to be indigenous to Barbary 
from whence, together with Scilly, it was originally supplied to the 
West India islands. But the most celebrated tree in Africa is the 
lotus, equally renowed by pocts and naturalists. 


—_—_— ° 
SAVING BANKS. 


S° certain js the growth of provident habits when once begun, that 
it has been said “ if a journeyman lays by the first five shillings, 
his fortune is made.” Mr. William Hales, one of those persons who 
have bestowed most attention upon the state of the labouring classes, 
and exerted themselves most for their benefit, declares that he never 
knew an instance of any one coming to the parish whe bad ever 
saved money. ‘In proportion as individuals make a Jittle saving, 
their morals become much better, they husband that jittle, there is a 
superior tone given to their morals, and they behave better from 
knowing they have a little stake in society. In the raising of for. 
tunes, the best art or endeavour is able to do nothing if it have not 
tat to lay the first stone. This itis that is given by the Saving 
auks. 














PARISIAN FASHIONS. 


HE most distinguished among the novel decorations of yellow 

straw hats, is a larger rosette on one side, surmounted bya 
sprig of marabouts. Some modistes substitute puffed ribbands with 
cordons of flowers. Many of those flowers, however, are coloured 
according to fancy; for instance, green poppies and laurel flowers, 
and colovred lilac. 

Many roses are now formed of printed linen. The bottoms of 
these are generally of Jight blue, or straw-coloured silk. Of the 
stuff itsclf are formed embroidered bands in the manner of flowers. 
The number of these, as well as the size, is entirely confided by 
fashion to.theancy of the wearers. 








A Question, by S. Pyle, of Plymouth Dock. 


GIVES the slant height of a cone equal A: required the perp 
dicular height, when the contgntis a maximum ? 
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Lines written on a View af Bincombe, which overlooks the Town of 


Crewkerne. 


NCHANTING mount! what lovely prospects rise 
Around thy brow, to charm my woadering eyes! 

Here art and nature mutually combine 
To please the senses with a view sublime. 
Hills, vales, and meads, with bleating flocks appear, 
And woods and groves their shady coverts rear; 
All that can gratify the sense of sight, 
Sarrounds this blithsome—this most lovely height. 
The pleasant town of Crewkerne lies between, 
And adds a grace ond beauty to the scene ; 
Watered by plenteous streams, whose varied rills 
Delight the ear, the soil with herbage fills ; 
The cultivated fields and gardevus show 
What agricultural skill resides below. 
The church—the noblest structure of the place, 
Commands attention by its stately grace, 
Sheltered by lofty elms, whose branches lend 
Their friendly shade—the building to defend. 
Behold! the trade appears on either side, 
Which guards the sailor from the swelling tide ; 
Commerce expands ifs richly ladeu wings, 
The wealth of nations, aod the boast of kings. 
Bincombe! whenever I thy beauties trace 
Imagination represents the place 
Where the meek Jewish Jegislator stood, 
And Canaan’s favoured land with rapture viewed. 
Nor aught is wanting to complete the scene, 
Rut the refreshing brook which rolled between, 
This land, with milk and honey flowed ’tis true, 
And may not Crewkerne boast those treasures too? 
Look around again, and view the beauteous kine, 
Or mark the milk-maid’s pail at evening time; 
The bee—true emblem of the British swain, 
Doth nectared honey from each blossom gain; 
Aud useful grains and fruits conspire to cheer 
The anxious farmer, and reward his care. 
This town no need of walls or bulwarks feels— 
Nature has fenced it with a fort of bills. 
The distant towers, which seem to touch the skies, 
Check low desires, and bid my thoughts arise, 
Point me to Him who formed each dale and hill, 
And gave to man whate’er be has of skill, 


But see! what varied colours meet the eye, 
As Sol’s last beams adorn the westera sky! 
What earthly paiut can with those tints compare, 
Or what beside cau such a Justre wear? 
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It sinks enveloped in a golden ray, 

And balmy evening fills the place of day; 
Venus ascending with the orb of light, 

And both confer a mild but feeble light. 
Whilst every bush bemoans, with dewy tears 
The absence of the sun—till morn appears ; 
Till from the eastern sky the dawn is seen 
Gilding afresh this sweetly-pleasing scene, 
When numerous flowers their opening leaves display, 
To compliment the ruler of the day ; 

And birds their tuneful notes of welcome sing 
Making all Bincombe with their music ring. 
Farewell, thou blest retreat! thou lovely spot, 
By me thy aspect won’t be soon forgot ; 

How oft have I thy paths with pleasure trod, 
In admiration of the works of God. 


Crewkerne, May, 1818. AUGUSTA 


































MEETING OR PARTING. 


From Moore’s Melodies, 


O warmly we met, and so fondly we parted, 
That which was the sweeter even I could not tell; 
That first look of welcome her sunny eyes darted, 
Or that tear of passion which blessed our farewell. 


To meet was a heaven, and to part thus another, 
Our joy and our sorrow seemed rivals in bliss; 

Oh! Cupid’s two eyes are not liker each other, 
In smiles and in tears, than that moment to this. 


The first was like day-break, new, sudden, delicious, 
The dawn of a pleasure scarce kindled up yct; 

The last was that farewell of day-light, more precious, 
More glowing and deep as ’tis nearer its set. 


Our meeting, though happy, was tinged by a sorrow, 
To think that such happiness could not remain; 

While our parting, though sad, gave a hope that to-morrow 
Would bring back the blest hour of meeting again. 





TO EVENING. 
w= thy first dews, Oh Eve, are falling 


From amber fleeces poised above, 
Then, thea lead on, my soni enthralling, 
The day-dream of the nymph I love. 


Ah! let the vision, then beginning, 
[n rapture heighten uncontrolled, 

Till to thy cloud’s soft amber lining 
Succeeds the fringe of dewy gold. 


And thence decaying, let it linger 
Till mght along the horizon runs, 

Aod with her magic mellowing finger 

Turns all thy dewy geld—to bronze. 





